
The Eagle Gazette
February 2026

South Kelowna Elementary
Phone:  250-870-5107

ske.sd23.bc.ca



Principal’s Message
February! It’s a time to reflect on the relationships and connections we each have as a 
community. Between Valentine’s Day, Family Day and Pink Shirt Day, there are many 
opportunities to express our gratitude for the amazing people in our lives.

With Family Literacy Week wrapping up, we encourage as many SKE families as 
possible to complete the Literacy Bingo Sheet and drop it off at our office. How many 
do you think we can collect?

Here’s a question for you: Do you have a barbeque that we could borrow for our ELFF 
night on April 15th? ELFF - Early Learning for Families - it’s the event where we 
welcome our incoming 3-5 year olds so they can get to know our school. This year we 
have invited the local firefighters to cook! But we need a few bbqs to make this happen. 
If you can lend yours for the afternoon, please get in touch with us. We usually serve 
pizza, but wouldn’t it be way more exciting with firefighters & bbq yumminess?

On the right, you’ll see a photo of a group of students. This was one of our “Eagle 
Expert” sessions, where student volunteers meet with me to talk all thing SKE - learning, 
friendships, activities, school culture and more. Students from all grades will be part of 
these conversations, and their thoughts & ideas will be an essential part of helping us 
make school decisions.

In the spirit of 
kindness, Ms. Lemon



Sharing Kindness Everyday!

Feb 2 Online Registration 
Begins

Feb 6 Olympic Spirit Day

Feb 9-11 Inline Skating *Delayed to June*

Feb 9 Cultural 
Performance

Feb 11 Valentine’s Dance!

Feb 13 PRO-D Day - NO SCHOOL

Feb 16 Family Day - NO SCHOOL

Feb 17 PAC Meeting @ 7:00 pm

Feb 25 Pink Shirt Day (wear pink!)

FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Still not getting 
texts from the 

school? 

Please text “YES”
to 

978338

Did you know 
that you can 
follow us on
Instagram, 
facebook and X? 
Check it out @sd23news.

Please check the front foyer for 
any misplaced or valuable items 

your family may be missing.
All unclaimed items will be 

donated just before spring break.
A big THANK YOU to our amazing 

PAC for volunteering their time to 

organize and care for our lost and 

found items!

LOST AND FOUND

Inline Skating Update: Due to circumstances at Alien Inline Skating, they need to reschedule our 
booking. It will now be June 8 - 17th. All classes will still receive 3 lessons.



PINK SHIRT DAY
February 25th

Pink Shirt Day reminds us to be kind and stand together against 

bullying. Wearing pink shows we care and support our friends. 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear pink to show that our 

school is a place where everyone belongs and bullying is not okay. 

Our school will be engaging in a community gathering in the 

morning, and then taking part in positive activities throughout the 

day! 

Let’s fill our school with pink and spread kindness 

everywhere on February 25th!

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca

This year, our kindies are participating in Roots of Empathy, a 
program designed to help children understand their own 
emotions and the feelings of others. Through guided discussions 
and shared experiences, students learn empathy, respect, and 
caring—skills that last a lifetime.

THANK YOU to             ,  and Leah Grenda 

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/


FEBRUARY IS INCLUSION MONTH!

This month, we celebrate Inclusive 
Education—a time to recognize that 
everyone belongs and everyone learns in 
their own unique way. Inclusive 
classrooms value differences, encourage 
kindness, and help all students feel safe, 
supported, and ready to learn. This month 
we are reminded that our differences 
make our school stronger.  When we 
learn together, we grow together!

HUMAN RIGHTS MONTH

Human Rights Month is a time to 
recognize and celebrate the basic rights 
and freedoms shared by all people. It 
highlights the ongoing efforts toward 
justice and equality and reminds us of 
the importance of standing up against 
discrimination. This month encourages 
learning, awareness, and positive action 
to support the dignity and rights of every 
individual, helping to build a more fair 
and inclusive world.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

February is Black 
History Month, a time to 
celebrate and learn 
about the important

contributions of Black leaders, inventors, 
artists, and everyday heroes who have 
helped shape our country. Throughout 
the month of February, students will 
explore inspiring stories of courage, 
creativity, and perseverance, and learn 
how these individuals made a difference 
in their communities and beyond. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate 
diversity, kindness, and the power of 
making positive change.

INCLUSIVE 
EDUCATION MONTH



Share your Thoughts: 
Provincial Student Learning Survey

The Provincial Student Learning Survey is unique in its 
scope, size and usefulness to schools. It gathers information 
from parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers, and students 
on topics related to school environment, safety, and 
achievement. 

The information is used for planning in individual schools 
and provides a district and provincial perspective. Early in 
2026 the Student Learning Survey will be administered to 
students in grade4 at SKE, as well as their 
parents/guardians/caregivers, and all school staff. 

We encourage parents/guardians/caregivers to participate 
in this survey, as the results are important in identifying and 
celebrating current strengths, as well as determining where 
the school needs to focus improvement.  

The survey can be completed electronically and 
can be accessed on the Internet through the link 
below. Any computer or mobile device with an 
Internet connection can be used, and access to the 
e-survey is simple and secure. 

The survey can be accessed through the link and by 
clicking on Take the Survey. On the login page, 
click on the Parents icon, and then select the 
school district and school name where your child 
attends school. 

The e-survey site will be open until May 1, 2026. 

Click here for the survey!

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey


Kelowna Rockets Visit

SKE was lucky to welcome four 
Kelowna Rockets players this month, 

on two separate occasions. These 
young athletes inspired our students, 
read to them, played some excellent 

floor hockey, and brought some 
pretty awesome excitement to our 

school! We are big fans!



Four Food Chiefs Project in Grade 4

Mrs. Bernard’s class recently explored the traditional 
syilx story, or captikʷł (chap-teek) “The Four Food 
Chiefs” or “How Food Was Given”, using activities 

developed by local art teacher Jim Elwood. This story 
is a way of understanding the interconnectedness of all 
living things and the importance of showing gratitude. 

It also helps people recognize that each living thing 
has its own talents and skills, and that we need all of us 

to truly be successful.

https://syilx.org/about-us/syilx-nation/captikwl/
https://syilx.org/about-us/syilx-nation/captikwl/
https://syilx.org/about-us/syilx-nation/captikwl/
https://learn.syilx.org/how-food-was-given-four-food-chiefs/
https://learn.syilx.org/how-food-was-given-four-food-chiefs/


Family Reading in Ms. Romano’s Class

Family Literacy Matters! Ms. Romano’s 
class has just started Friday morning 

family reading sessions, where volunteer 
parents join the students to start the day 

reading together. Our students love to 
see their parents and caregivers in their 

classrooms, becoming part of their 
learning stories!

Thank you to the volunteers 
who make this happen each 

week. We hope it brings a 
smile to your faces too!

“I love when my dad comes 
and reads with us!”



Social-Emotional Learning @ SKE
At SKE, we believe that learning extends beyond 
academics. A key part of a child’s success in 
school and in life is Social Emotional Learning 
(SEL)—the development of skills that help 
students understand and manage emotions, 
build positive relationships, solve problems, 
and make responsible choices.

Through SEL, students learn how to recognize 
and express their feelings, understand the 
perspectives of others, and respond to 
challenges in healthy ways. These skills help 
create a safe, supportive learning environment 
where students feel confident and ready to learn.

Our SEL instruction supports students in 
developing essential social skills such as 
communication, cooperation, empathy, and 
conflict resolution. Students also build emotional 
intelligence by learning strategies to manage 
frustration, stress, and disappointment while 
showing kindness and respect toward others.

At SKE, we use a balanced approach to support all 
learners:

● Small group social skills lessons provide targeted 
instruction for students who need additional 
support. These groups focus on skills needed to 
make and keep friends, including understanding 
social cues, managing emotions, and resolving 
peer conflicts.

● Whole-class social skills lessons ensure all 
students develop a shared understanding of 
expectations, problem-solving strategies, and 
respectful behavior. These lessons help students 
practice SEL skills in real-life classroom settings.

By intentionally teaching Social Emotional Learning, SKE 
is helping students grow into confident, caring, and 
capable individuals. These lessons are led in 
collaboration between our Inclusion Teacher, Mrs. 
Lindsay, our counsellor, Mrs. Brassard, and classroom 
teachers.

Thank you for partnering with us as we support the 
whole child—academically, socially, and emotionally.

Mrs. Jennejohn’s 
class recently 
explored the 

importance of 
communication 

and care through 
our whole group 

instruction, 
ending with the 

creation of 
friendship 
bracelets!They learned to nurture 

friendships just like you have 
to nurture a flower garden!



Grade 5/6 
Snowshoeing 



January @ SKE

Special 
puppy visit in 
Ms. 
Robertson’s 
Classroom

Reading and 
reaching goals!

Thank 
you, 
Nyx, for 
this 
amazing 
3d 
printed 
eagle!



32
1 NEXT PAC 

MEETING
February 17 @ 7:00 pm

SKE Valentine’s Dance!
February 11th

Come have fun and support our students 

for our Valentine’s Dance. Proceeds go 

toward field trips, playgrounds, sports 

equipment, and more!

Pre-Order HERE

Family Bingo Night
March 5

Pop this date on your family calendar! 
We are looking for prizes to make this 
extra fun. Do you have brand-new & 
unused toys that you could donate to 
our event? If so, please contact Jordana 
at jordanamagin@gmail.com.

PAC NEWS

https://munchalunch.com/login
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AFAA2BAAF94-61967605-valentines?useFullSite=true#/


Parking & Parking Safety
Thank you for taking care of our community by being mindful of, and following the 

parking lot expectations. Your modeling for our students makes a huge difference!

Thank you for:

● Using the paved pathways and crosswalks at all times rather than cutting through
the parking lot and bus lane.

● Obeying ALL NO PARKING signs. Busses require clearance to enter and exit safely.
This ensures the safety of all vehicles entering and exiting the school grounds.

● Keeping our neighbor’s driveways open so they can access or exit their homes.

Drop Off & Pick Up:

Spiers Road: ** BEST OPTION ** If dropping off on the school side (West), please be sure

child(ren) exit the right-hand side of the vehicle directly onto the sidewalk. Please follow

signage—do not park past the tall cedars as it makes it very difficult for busses to exit. If

dropping off on the far side of the road (East), please park your car and escort your

child(ren) across the road.

Bus Loop: *DROP OFF ONLY AFTER 8:10 a.m.* You may use the bus loop to drop off after

the busses have left after 8:10 a.m. If dropping off in the bus loop, please be sure your

child(ren) exit the right-hand side of the vehicle directly onto the sidewalk. This avoids

children going around vehicles and being in the line of passing cars. Do not leave your

vehicle while utilizing the bus loop.

Staff Parking Lot:  The parking lot is for STAFF only. Staff in various roles need to access the 

parking lot throughout the day, including those arriving for after-school activities.



Community News, Events & Opportunities



CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://busconnect.sd23.bc.ca/
https://www.sd23.bc.ca/transportation-services-programsservices
https://www.sd23.bc.ca/documents/24bb4ba9-1cff-53b9-b0a4-a7dcde0e2c1b






Thank you for 
reading!

We hope that you enjoyed this month’s 
edition of The Eagle Gazette.
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