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Description automatically generated]South Kelowna Elementary
Parent Advisory Committee   

December 16, 2025

Present: Kay Bowering, Kevin Bowering, Jessica Blissett, Jennifer E., Blair Crosby 
Welcome everyone and call to order at 7:05 pm
· Quorum not established as we do not have six total members present
· Agenda: nothing to add or amend

1. Principal’s Report – Jasmine Lemon
Gratitude: 
● Harmony Day Potluck: ○ Incredible participation from families. Thank you to the parent volunteers. We could NOT do it without you! 
○ Students, staff and families enjoyed all kinds of food representing cultures from around the world. 
○ Students were heard saying things like “I ate things I’ve never tried before” and “This is my favourite day of school!” 
○ We plan to continue this event, and will modify and make minor improvements as we go. Feedback is always welcome. 
● Winter Concert: ○ Huge thanks to Ms. Juda for producing, coordinating and directing each of the songs for the winter concert, including the background efforts. 
○ Additional thanks to Mrs. Bitcon, who supported with props, decorations, skits, scripts and other background elements. 
○ Mrs. Angus was the labour behind coordinating, allocating and distributing the tickets in line with fire code regulations. We will send home a paper notice next year along with a QR code to access the ticket booking form, as we heard that some parents missed the multiple digital notices that were sent out. We are lucky to be able to currently allocate 4 tickets per family. Some schools, with larger populations and same size venues can only allocate 2. 
○ A digital link will be included in this week’s newsletter so people can watch the performance again. Big thanks to Mr. Kyle, one of our parents, who recorded the concert on Tuesday for us. 
○ All of the classroom teachers supported their students, assisted with details, and each of our CEAs ensured the students they support were able to participate beautifully as well. This is truly a school-wide effort! 
○ In addition, Mr. Geoff McKenzie and his kids helped set up the stage and curtains and lights, and then he, and his parents assisted with the take down afterwards. This is Mr. McKenzie’s third year as our key stage parent! We are so appreciative of his care for our community. 
○ We saw 500 audience members over our 2 days of performing, and are so proud of all of our students. 
● Food Drive: ○ Coordinated by our grade 6 leadership group, supported by Mrs. Estey, Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Morgan 
○ Our whole school donated piles and piles of non-perishable items, which were then separated into family-sized groups and distributed to SKE families. 
○ It is an important value of our leadership program to support “close-to-home”! 
● Entrepreneurship Fair: ○ Coordinated by Mrs. Obedkoff, Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Morgan 
○ Participation from all of our grade 6 students! Hugely successful event anticipated by all students (and parents). 
○ Students chose to donate 10% of their profits to an SKE family experiencing need right now, but ultimately many donated much more of their profits, resulting in approximately $688.75! 
Recognition: 
● Mr. Larkin: ○ At this time, we are offering congratulations to Mr. Larkin upon the occasion of his retirement. He has been with our school district for 34 years, and taught at schools including Peachland, Raymer, Chute Lake and South Kelowna. 
○ He joined SKE in September 2020, and has taught primarily grades 4 and 5 since arriving. Our students appreciate him for his sense of humour, his genuine kindness, his love for teaching physical education, his time supporting extra-curricular sports, and his calm energy. Mr. Larkin has built positive relationships with nearly 1000 students in his years of teaching, and leaves a strong legacy in our school district. We wish him all the best in his retirement. 
Events/Updates: 
● New Grade ⅘ teacher: ○ We are welcoming Nicholle Thom to SKE, taking on Mr. Larkin’s grade ⅘ class. Ms. Thom comes to us from Springvalley Elementary, where she has been teaching a grade ⅔ class. She is passionate about making connections with her students, caring for the planet, and providing a supportive, responsive environment for her learners. We are thrilled to have her join our team for the rest of the school year. 
● White Hatter/Rocks n’ Rings: ○ Programs to be booked for the new year/spring at SKE. More information to come. 
School Information: 
● Registration for 2026/2027 school year: ○ The enrollment application period begins Monday February 2nd, 2026 (beginning at 7:00 am on-line) – Friday, March 13th, 2026. 
○ The Summer Enrollment Application period begins: Tuesday, September 1st, 2026, to Thursday, September 3rd, 2026. 
○ Information will be included in our year-end newsletter going out on Friday. 
Upcoming Events: 
● Grade 3 swimming (3 weeks in a row, late January) 
● Primary Winter Gathering (gr 3 Indigenous students) 
● Grade 6s: ○ Snowshoeing in January 
○ Sailing in May 
○ Green Bay Camp in June (morning to post-dinner time) 


2. President’s Report – Kay and Kevin Bowering
2.1 Author/illustrator update 
Jeff Stearns is going to reach out to other schools in the area, he will let us know in January if he can come, which would be in May.

2.2 Bylaws and Constitution 
 Kevin and Amanda and Kay went through them and updated/amended. These sections will need to be reviewed and voted on, including an addition regarding voting by email.

2.3 Grade 6 Entrepreneur Fair Fundraiser
We all voted to match grade 6 funds. We don’t have enough voting members present at the meeting to vote to go above the matching amount. Blair says that we have enough money in the community section of our budget to round up our donation. However, this will need to be officially voted on. We will do this by email.

2.4 Mr Larkin Retirement 
Kay would like to get a gift for him, if it is 100$ or less we don’t need a vote. However, we need someone to take on the obtaining of getting a gift. Kay will send out an email to see if someone on Pac can take on getting a gift by Friday.

2.5 Santa photo recap 
It went well but it was quieter than the year before. We reflect that there was probably not enough notice. Next year we will need to start planning earlier. The profit for the event was only $21. This was due to less items for sale, and less attendees. We need to have more notice and more hype. There were complaints about the cookie prices. 

2.6 BCC PAC Reminder
They sent out a reminder about dues, however, we have decided to not pay these fees this year due to BCC turmoil.

3. Treasurers Report – Blair Crosby 
We have $35669 in our operating account. We are at plus $6700ish in Muncha Lunch account. Since last meeting our fundraising is as follows: Greenery should raise about $867 profit, BC Sports Wear/Spirit wear got a cheque for $220, Purdy’s fundraised turned $1282 profit. 
We have not yet spent anything from the in school presentation category of our budget, which is $4000. So we do have the funds for Jeff Chiba Stearns. 
Kay brings up discussion about funds set aside for outdoor classroom, and keeping money in the budget for that, which is a multi year project. 
4. Fundraising Report
· Purdy’s sold $4886.25 earning us $1282.64.
· The first session of ongoing fundraisers has been closed.
· Jenny K has not yet heard back from Basil and Cooper yet and emailed them today.
· Kay has secured DJ Haymaker for the February 11 Valentines Dance, from 5 pm to 8 pm.
· The assistant superintendent reached out to Jasmine regarding allowable fundraisers. Alcohol is not allowed, even if it is not coming onto school grounds. An end date to the Priest Creek Fundraiser was thus put in place for December 19, 2025. 
5. Food Coordinator Report -Amanda Stevens
· Hot Lunch ordering is currently open
· Amanda has everything ready to set up for FINS program
6. Fruits and Vegetable Coordinator Report -Kamal
· Nothing to report
· New business from Kamal: Sonic Carwash agrees to do the carwash fundraiser again. Last year we raised $ 1226! Kamal will coordinate. She is curious about dates, we are thinking January 12 - 23.
7. COPAC Representative Report – Kay Bowering for Roen Janyk
· Roen has not been to recent meetings, and Kay has not been to their meetings.
· Kay updates that Superintendent Jon Rever has a strategic plan for involving the public. There will be five public engagements held in January and February for public consultation. RSS- Jan 22, GESS – Jan 26, MBSS – Feb 5, KSS – Feb 10, OKM – Feb 17.
· There will be a separate COPAC session on January 15 for PAC presidents and COPAC reps. 
· COPAC is still looking for a secretary.
· A campaign is beginning, called Red for Ed. They are asking everyone to wear red on Wednesdays to bring attention to lack of funding in education. 
· Okanagan/Shuswap annual science fair will be happening March 10 and 11. More details coming out soon. Please feel free to reach out to osstemfair@gmail.com for more information.
· Bus fees have increased both in schools and the city. COPAC would like us to discuss this as a PAC. We then have a discussion noting that fees are too high, there is no flexibility in the service. It’s an all or nothing commitment.
8. Communications Coordinator Report – Amy Russo
· Nothing to report
9. Green Committee Report
· Jenn E will talk to Ruth about programming and outdoor classroom. 
10. Health and Safety Representative Report- Jenny Lamberton
· Nothing to report from Jenny L. 
· COPAC has some health and safety information that Kay has passed on to Jenny L to review.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:51 pm. 
Next meeting 
Tuesday January 20 at 7 pm. 
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