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Principal’s 
Message

Dear SKE Community, 
Please join me in expressing gratitude to Mrs. Sue Bergen, 
who joined our school for the latter half of October during 
my absence. I am very grateful to her for stepping in to 
support.

November is a terrific month for any elementary 
school…routines are well established, relationships are 
deepening, and students are making observable progress. 
Plus, each day brings us closer to the fun and excitement 
of December, with its seasonal spirit and joy.

As we continue to build student capacity around perseverance, I encourage 
you to ask your children “what was hard today and how did you handle it?” 
These conversations will encourage them to identify strengths and build skills!

In the spirit of learning, Ms. Lemon



Sharing Kindness Everyday!
UPCOMING DATES

November 10 Remembrance Day

Assembly @ 9:54 am

RSVP HERE 

November 11 Remembrance Day 

- NO SCHOOL

November 19 Harmony Day Potluck

November 20 Harmony Day

STUDENT INFORMATION
Keeping student information up to 

date is very important.  Please help 

us ensure that we have accurate 

and up-to-date contact information 

for all students and families. If you 

have recently changed your phone 

number, address, emergency 

contact, or any other personal 

information, please notify the school 

office as soon as possible.

Keeping this information current 

helps ensure that we can reach you 

quickly when needed and that our 

records remain accurate.

Thank you for helping us keep our 

school community connected and 

informed!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2ratxMAErB_oSSs6Ix0Nnn4awTvpxFajjkQJYuybQlr2e7A/viewform?usp=header


Office Reminders

To Report an 
Absence or Late

● School Messenger APP on 
cell phone

● Website  
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home

● Phone Message
Call 250-870-5107
#1, Follow Prompts

Phone calls and emails to the 
office or to teachers will not 

be accepted.

If your child has an unexcused 

absence, you will receive a 

notification (phone call/email) from 

School Messenger to ensure your 

child’s safety.

Want to stay in 

the loop with 

important 

school dates 

and events?

Sign up for our text 

messaging system by 

texting "Y" to 978338.

It’s a quick and easy 

way to receive 

reminders and alerts 

straight to your phone!

FORGOTTEN LUNCH OR IMPORTANT MESSAGE?
Help Us Keep Classrooms Focused on Learning!

To help minimize classroom interruptions and support our teachers, parents and 

caregivers are not to go directly to classrooms.

If you need to drop off a forgotten lunch, deliver an item, or pass along a message to 

your child, please bring it to the school office. Our staff will make sure it reaches your 

child as soon as possible.

Unexpected classroom visits can interrupt lessons and affect learning for all students. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in helping us maintain a focused 

and positive learning environment for everyone!

VOLUNTEER SAFETY & EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

Please remember to sign in and out whenever you visit the 

school. This helps us account for everyone in an emergency.

In the event of an evacuation or lockdown, follow the 

emergency procedures posted in classrooms and all staff 

instructions.

Thank you for helping keep everyone safe!

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home


LOST AND FOUND
Has your child misplaced a jacket, water bottle, lunch container, or 

other belongings? Please take a look at our Lost & Found!

Everything is located in the front foyer of the school.

We encourage families and students to check regularly for missing 

items. Unclaimed items will be donated before winter break. Your lost 

treasures may be waiting for you.

Thank you for helping us keep our 

Lost & Found under control! 



REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY 
November 10 @ 9:54 am

We warmly invite families to join us for our Remembrance Day Assembly 
on Tuesday, November 10th, at 9:54 a.m. in the school gym. Together, we 
will honour the brave members of the Canadian Armed Forces, past and 
present, who have served our country with courage and dedication.

Students involved in service organizations such as Brownies, Sparks, 
Beavers, Cubs, Guides, Cadets, and similar groups are encouraged to 
wear their uniforms to school that day as we recognize their 
commitment and mark this important occasion.

Each student will receive a poppy to wear during the assembly. Families 
are also welcome to make an online donation to The Poppy Campaign,
which supports the Royal Canadian Legion’s work helping Veterans and 
their families across Canada.

Thank you for joining our SKE community in remembering and 
honouring those who have served and continue to serve our country.

Parents, caregivers, and family members are welcome to attend!
Please RSVP HERE so we can plan for seating.

November 11th

https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy-campaign
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2ratxMAErB_oSSs6Ix0Nnn4awTvpxFajjkQJYuybQlr2e7A/viewform?usp=header


Harmony 
Day Potluck 
Info

Families are invited to celebrate Harmony Day @ SKE on Thursday, November 19, 2026
with a school-wide event that recognizes and celebrates the diverse cultures, traditions, and 
backgrounds within the South Kelowna Elementary community.

Everyone is encouraged to wear clothing that reflects their family heritage or culture, red 
and white to represent Canada, or orange to honour Truth and Reconciliation efforts.

Families are welcome to contribute a nut-free dish to the cultural potluck. Dishes 
can represent a family’s culture or simply be a favourite family recipe, giving 
students an opportunity to share and experience a variety of foods together.

The school is seeking parent volunteers to help with setup, serving, and cleanup, and 
families are also invited to share photos or videos of cultural celebrations at home for 
a slideshow that will be shown during the event.

Harmony Day Potluck: Thursday Nov 19th

Let’s show some spirit!

Let’s share some food!

Can you volunteer?
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02

03

04

The sign-up sheet will be coming home with students 
shortly. Watch those planners!

MORE INFO TO COME SOON!
04

● FYI: While Harmony Day is recognized on Nov 20th, we are holding our potluck one day early due to other school scheduling circumstances.



On the evening of Thursday, October 8th, the team gathered for a special evening of 
collaboration and fun. Through team-building activities, brainstorming, and planning, 
students had the opportunity to get to know one another, exchange ideas, and begin 
setting goals for the year ahead.

Thank you to Mrs. Morgan, Ms. Wilson and Ms. Brazeau
for organizing our grade 6 leadership activities this year.

Grade 6 
SKE Leadership Students
Ready to Shine!
The 2026/2027 SKE Grade 6 Leadership Team is already embracing the year with 
enthusiasm, fresh ideas, and a desire to make a difference! These dedicated students are 
eager to use their strengths, talents, and interests to create positive change in our school 
community and beyond.

Team members have already started building connections by visiting classrooms and 
spending time with younger students, sharing their enthusiasm and leading by example.

We are excited to see this group grow as leaders and look forward to all the wonderful 
contributions they will make throughout the school year!



SKE Implementation 
Day - October 9th 

DIGGING IN TO OUR PRIORITIES
Each year, educators throughout British Columbia have a collective day of 

learning, where the focus is on each school and its priorities and goals for 

students. For the last number of years, this day of learning has also included a 

focus on Truth & Reconciliation. 

At SKE, we began our day together exploring the SD23 District Strategic Plan, in 

place from 2026 - 2031. We viewed a keynote address from Dr. Dustin Louie, 

director of the National Indigenous Teacher Education Program located at UBC. 

Finally, we worked in team to explore this year’s SKE Student Learning Priorities, 

with an eye to ensuring we are collectively creating the conditions to achieve 

these priorities. 

Each educator identified personal commitments and actions for their role that 

will help us support our students in their learning. You can view these in our 

hallway, across from the office, next time you are in the building. 

https://www.sd23.bc.ca/strategic-plan


SKE’s Student Learning Priorities 

Zooming in on Productive Struggle
You might ask: Struggle? Why would we want our children to struggle?

It turns out that productive struggle is the "just-right" challenge—that sweet spot where a 
task is tough enough to make your child think, but not so hard that they want to give up. It is 
not about letting children fail; it is about helping them "fail forward"—which simply means 
treating mistakes as clues that help them move closer to a solution.

How Just-Right Challenges Build Your Child's Brain:

Building Brain Highways: Working through a challenge actually grows and strengthens the 
connection pathways in the brain, making future learning easier.

Growing a Protective Shield: When children work through a challenge, the brain produces 
a natural protective layer around its cells called myelin, which helps new reading and 
math skills stick for the long run.

Mental Juggling: Healthy challenges exercise your child’s working memory—the brain's 
ability to hold and process information—like a fun mental juggling act.

The "I Did It!" Spark: When your child pushes through a tough problem and solves it, their 
brain releases a natural "feel-good" chemical called dopamine. This gives them a 
wonderful sense of pride and motivates them to tackle hard things in the future.

Check out the Productive 
Struggle Learning Guide for 

Families right here:



SKE Story Character Pumpkin Decorating Event
A huge THANK YOU to all the students who took part in our Story Character Pumpkin Decorating Event in October!  Your pumpkins were wonderfully 

creative, imaginative, and full of character. We loved seeing the amazing effort and artistic talent that went into each and every creation.

Fantastic work, everyone! Thank you for helping make our library display so special!



SKE in October



Hot Chocolate & Pajama Day!
What a cozy and fun day at SKE! Our students enjoyed wearing 
their favourite pajamas and sipping on delicious hot chocolate. It 
was a wonderful way to bring some extra warmth, smiles, and 
school spirit to our day!

A special THANK YOU to our amazing parent volunteers who 
generously gave their time to help make this event possible. We 
truly appreciate your support in creating these special memories 
for our students and making our school community such a 
wonderful place to be!



Halloween At SKE!

Check out our costumed cuties!
One request: Do not send Halloween candy to school. This 
helps reduce peer issues at snack & lunch time. Enjoy the 

candy at home. Thank you!



PAC 
NEWS



Winter Fundraising Now Open!
Direct Links

Family Photos

Plant Fundraiser

Hot Lunch 
Volunteering: email 
skehotlunchsd23@g

mail.com

Holiday Market, 
Bake Sale & Santa 

Photos

Online Safety 
Session

SKE PAC Facebook

https://basilcooper.com/book
https://skelownaelmpac.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4FA5AB2CABF5C61-66792941-santa?useFullSite=true#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4FA5AB2CABF5C61-66792941-santa?useFullSite=true#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4FA5AB2CABF5C61-66792941-santa?useFullSite=true#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiTfTlmEbrprgmzYsA73wADRrpv3VvRwmsyGI1NP4b4aRPxA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiTfTlmEbrprgmzYsA73wADRrpv3VvRwmsyGI1NP4b4aRPxA/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1761341654080235/?ref=share&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=MckRMto1pY35lpXT&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fg%2F1CBzE9G2Ls%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiTfTlmEbrprgmzYsA73wADRrpv3VvRwmsyGI1NP4b4aRPxA/viewform


Community News, Events, & Opportunities









Thank you for Reading!
We hope you enjoyed reading this 

month’s edition of The Eagle Gazette
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